RESOLUTION SRGHBRAN o[ Hikk

WHEREAS, Torrance County Commission has been advised that the

U.8. Supreme Court's recent decision in Garcia v. San Antonio Metropolitan

Transit Authority mandates the application of the Faif'Labor Standards Act

(FLSA) to local governmental entities in all aspects regardlesq of function
or service provided. The application of this d001s1on directing compliance
with the requirements of the FLSA will have disasfrous effects on the budgets
of local governments in light of the manv cutchks exporienccd by local po-
litical subdiv1sions at both the State and Federal levels. In many 1nstances,
local govcrnments are the only provider of the serviccc which will now fa]l
undcr the guldellnes of the FLSA and yet th01r servxces are not comparable to
any Serylce “holly prOV1ded in the prlvate sectlon (1 e. law enforcenmnt,
fire prote‘tlon, emergency medlcal services, publlc morks serv1ces such as
highway énd drainage projects and sanitary landfill_malntenance, etc. ).
further, inasmuch as local gqﬁernments ha?e pfdvidgd‘tﬁese services on an as
needed basis, which in many cases exists on a tWéﬁtyéfoﬁr hours—a-day emef—
f‘gencv time—frame contradictlng the origlnal purposes of the FLSA whlch was to
act as a fair labor measure covering prlvate enterprlses engaged in canpetl—
tilve manufacturing or production of goods for sale to the public. Requ1r1ng
local governments to comly with this Act will gerve as a deterrent to the
efficient and economical operations of the the 10cdllpublic sector which is

made up hy the people and operates solely to serve the people, and

WHEREAS, the application of this Act specifically in ) " Torrance Cdunty

will be at a cost in excess of _ approx. Fifteen thousand (815,000 )

dollars and funding will be accomalished through revenues based mainly on taxes

»




collected from the citizens of Torrance =~ County with no addition-

ul services provided as a result of this increased cost and quito possibly a

curtailment of services which could be provided.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Torrance County Commission

strongly urges that our New Mexico Céngressionnl Delegates work to enact legis-
lation which would reverse the Garcia decision and make the FLSA inapplicable
to local governmental entitied whichvprovido these needed services on behalf
of, and for the pubiic at large. If fhis relief is not provided, it is very
iikely that all county and municipal gove?nments shall be forced to reduce

needed services, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, if this request cannot be acted upon favorably,
such legislation may be enacted to exénpt from FLSA coverage those énmloyees
who perform necessary and required services.which occur on aunon—routine basis
which are uniqué to local governmeﬁfallentities suchvar police protectioﬁ,
‘anergcncy medical and rescue servicos water and sewer services, public works,

and fire protection, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that each member of the New Mexico Congressional
NDelemation be presented with a copy of this resolution and urged to work to
correct this manifest injustice nlaced on the taxpavers who fund local povern-

ment services statewide and nationally.

ADOPTED this 25th dav of _ September , 1085,
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